SOCIOLOGY 

VIDEO QUESTIONS – People Like Us: Social Class in America

Answer the following questions on a separate sheet using complete sentences.

Part I:  Bud or Bordeaux?

Joe Queenan’s Balsamic Vinegar Tour

1.  What is meant by the term “status symbol”?  If you can afford to purchase an expensive item – say, a pricey car or a boat - are you automatically elevated in class?  Why or why not?

2.  What items or physical characteristics do you think label the wearer (clothes) or owner (material possession) as “low-class”?  Why do you think so?

The Trouble With Tofu

3.  Describe the issues involved in the choice of a community grocery store in Burlington, Vermont.  What is at the heart of this conflict?  Which groups does the program indicate are in favor of the co-op, and which the supermarket?  What are their reasons for their choice?  How would you vote on this issue?  Explain your choice.

How To Marry the Rich

4.  What is your impression of Ginie Sayles?  Of Vessa Rinehart?  What social class does each appear to belong to?  Why do you think so?  What do you think of Sayles’ techniques for moving up the social ladder?  Why do you suppose Rinehart wants to change her social class?  

Part II:  High and Low

WASP Lessons

5.  What does WASP stand for?  What does it mean to “belong” to a “WASP” culture?    

6.  In this segment, what sports do we observe the “WASPS” engaging in?  What sports do we typically associate with the upper classes?  The middle classes?  The lower classes?  

Bourgeois Blues

7.  What examples do middle-class African Americans offer about common white attitudes toward them?  About upper-class or lower-class blacks’ attitudes?  

8.  What is the significance of the Jack and Jill club?  Is it an appropriate means for black families to foster social relationships or is it a means of excluding and oppressing other blacks? 

Tammy’s Story

9.  What does it mean to be “invisible” in the United States?  In what ways is Tammy Crabtree invisible, and to whom?

10.  Why is she considered “trash” by her neighbors?  What is her own view of her life and her future?  

