Sociology of American Popular Music (SOAP)
Interview Assignment: Musical Biography

DIRECTIONS: You will interview someone from a previous generation (parent, aunt, uncle, grandparent, family friend) to discern how music affected that person’s life. The chronologically organized biography must include answers to the questions listed below.
Your interview can be conducted in person, on the phone, through email, or Skype/FaceTime.
All answers must be typed in the spaces provided between each question. If you need more room, include a separate attached sheet.
Please make sure to have your interviewee answer all questions as thoroughly and honestly as possible. 
Name of interviewee______________________________________________________________
How is this person related to you?____________________________________________
1.  To what kinds of music were you exposed as a child, and who/what were your major influences? (Please be specific.)
2.  What music did you enjoy in your teen years (genres/styles of music, names of recording artists, albums, songs, live performances, etc.)? What attracted you to this music? In your opinion, how did “your” music compare/contrast with “teen” music of subsequent (later) generations?

3.  With what music did/do you identify with in your middle and/or “mature” years? Did your musical tastes change as you grew older? If so, how? Do your peers share your musical tastes?

4.  In retrospect, do you believe popular music has reflected social change, initiated it, or both? What part, if any, did historical events play in the music of your time? 
Provide specific examples.

